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k) I R, : 
| 3 at your cognelh read over 


two little 


Air of Candour and Sincerity ; and 
when I ſee the Authors fo very zealous 
in defending their own Mili and 
find them loading with heavy -Ag- 
gravations the Opinions of others, [I 
cannot but extreamly regret the ill 
ulage of thoſe important Truths the 
undertake to confute : and I afſure you 
am at the ſame time no leſs concern'd 
that ſo much Zeal, as theſe two Wri- 
ters have exprels'd, ſhould be miſpent 
in a wrong Cauſe; and not barely fo, 
but in oppoſition to the molt Natxral 
and moſt Scriprural Notion that the beft 
of Men, and the beft of Chriftians have 
ever had of the Deity. 

How unhappily have theſe Men, and 
a great many others who have earneſt- 
ly contended in theſe Controverſies, 
in concluſion prov'd nothing fo effectu- 
ally as this, That Education and Inter- 


eſt are irreſiſtable ; that they will put t 


ſuch a biaſs upon a wiſe Man's Judg- 
ment and manner of reaſoning, whic 
without extraordinary Care and divine 


Aſliſtance, will become almoſt inſupe- 
rable to him. 

I fay almoſt, and not altogether in- 
ſuperable ; becauſe I'm perfwaded there 
is no Man fo much under the power 
of Miſtake in the common neceflary 
Points of Religion, but may be unde- 


(3) 


ceiv'd, if he makes his 
any tolerable degree of 


and 


ne am Swart 
Certainty in a controverted Poi 
and ſpeaks and dictates like an inſpi 
Writer, there remains no 
-—=— till he is cur'd of his 


What opinion theſe two Perſons have 
of their own Performanees, is certainly 
known to God and their ewn Conſct- 
ences alone : but they give abundant 
— as the World, that they = 

en w ve not temper enough 
any Contronverſy, nor skill enough to 
manage this. 

T moſt emitſent The late Bp of 
Writers both for Learn- Worceſter, 
ing and Dignity, have Bp Chicheſter, 
written againſt us with BP = =_ 
the Decency of Gentle- Mp —_— 
men, and the Temper "0m 
of good Chriſtians ; they make it ap- 
pear that they can be candid and chari- 
table to an Adverſary ; and how warm- 
ly foever they are engag'd in the De- 
bate, yet they keep within the bounds 
of —_ and good Breeding, And 
ho the Cauſe they engaged in was never 
to be confuted, yet 'tis own'd, if it could 
have been, they certainly had done it. 
But this Brace of Writers have taken 
up the Diſpute, when the field was quit- 


2 of oor pena ed ae 
ea Or our : w [4 

moſt celebrated Univerſity of Oxon 
had decreed in our favour, and con- 
demn'd the vulgar Trihe;ftic Trinity, 
and the Rev. a" Paxl's bad in his 


State 


( " 
f the Socinian Controverſy, with 


S 

« Me that became ta, _ a his 
Learning, re- 
Dey or at leaſt prudently 'd 
whatever had the countenance and ap- 
—orvO of Tritheiſm in his former 
With what Grace theft can 

who. © ray be 

may be, were never t 
207 Ou, underake vo rex the De 
was given over 
an miſt Gendemen of - of Ti p ny 
? think (s 

nine better than any that have 
they are too 


be true enough indeed : for they both 
of them argucand pwve in that unuſual 
- Method that one may ſee at the firſt 
bluſh, that they wnderſtand not what 
they ſay, nor whereof they affirm. 

ey knew (certainly) when they 
n to write, that this Controverſy, 
whatever others might be, was terra 
sncognita to 'em both; and yet, which 
is very much to be admir'd, 
poſirive and as decretory as if they ated 
by Legantine Authority from the Hol 
See, and came not to debate, but decide 
this controverted Point. 

The . Brief Enquiry, Pref. tells his 
Readers with very great gravity 
Gent! pray take notice, F write 
only for Truth; but I remember 
time when he durſt not diſpute for it, 
and made an honeſt and true confeſſion 
that he could not. 

And he adds, (ibid.) That Chriftian 
Charity muſt not f Fi 
whe .reet wp the Foundations of Rgligion : 


they are as - 


the bis Apoſtles ;, that t 


abus'd tewards theſe but he 


no, nor muſt it be abus'd towards any 
Perſons whatever, nor on any account 
whatever. To abuſe Chriſtian Charity 
would be a great abuſe indeed ; but 

abuſe it for the ſake of ill Men, would 
ſtill be a mack greater abuſe, But 1 
7 4 he w inſinuate that the 
itarians root up the Foundations of 


s,. Religion, and that to treat 'em chari- 


tably, would be to abuſe Chriſtian 
Charity, which not to be done. 
God forgive him for his uncharitable 
Infinuation, 'and we will too,; but let 


y him remember there is not a more ſcur- 


vy abuſe of the Chriſtian, nor of any 
Religion indeed, than to” affirm that 
it teaches us not to exerciſe Charity to- 
wards Men of a different Opinion. 

But tho the Brief Enquirer be {6 ve- 
ry wary how he abuſes Chriſtian Cha- 
rity; yet, to the great ſcandal of all 
pious Chriſtians, he cares not what 
abuſes he flings at Chrift and the Chr:- 
ftian Religion, provided he can expoſe 
the Unitarians : for, abating a few | 
ges, a good part of his Book conſiſts 
in odious Compariſons of Chriſtiane 
with Mahomeraniſm, and Chrift wit 
Mahomet : and if Chrift be not the 
Supreme God, and of the ſame Eſſence 
with the Father, he wickedly infers, to 
the juſt abhorrence of all that love the 
Lord Jeſus intruth and fincerity, P. 14 
and 51. That Chrift was an Impoſtor and 


Deceiver ;, that the Tews juftly ſentenc'd . 


bim to death for Bliſphemy, and rejefted 
Corifti an Religt- 
on is Idolatry and Syperftition, and the 
HMeffiah 15 not yet come,, 8c. 

And theſe terrible Inferences are 
not made en paſſant, and by the by ; 
continues to cupy Monſieur 


badie's rude, ſandalous, and — 


ma. mm 


n_—__ 


(s 


for ſeveral together. 
f, ſays he, p. Is. Teſws Chrift is not 
true God, of the ame Eſſence with the 
Father, the Mahometan Religion 53 
eferable to the Chriſtian, and Ma- 
4 greater Prophet than Chriſt, 
becauſe the Chriſtian Religion brings in 
Idolatry, and the Mahometan abolijpes it, 
&. 


How gladly would the Brief ages 
rer prove hometan to be the 

ter Religion ! why elſe dos, he take 
that for granted to prove it, which. eve- 
ry Body denys; viz. That the Chri- 
ftian Religion brings in Idolatry : for 
there is no Chriſtian, but the Artichri- 
ftian Enquirer, and his Abbadie, who 
inſnuates a Charge of /dolatry againſt 
the Chriſtian Religion upon account of 
the Honour therein given to Chriſt. 
Even thoſe Chriftians who are for a 
co-equal Adoration of three co-equal co- 
eternal Beings, abbor the charging Ido- 
latry upon the Chriſtian Religion ;, much 
leſs will they, or can they be thought to 
countenance ſo deteſtable an Acculation, 
who declare for the ſupreme Honour 
and Adoration of one ſougle Infinite All- 
ſufficient Being, who is the God and Fa 
ther of our Lord Telus Chrift, 

He proceeds in his deteſtable Inferen- 
ces, and aſſerts, p. 16. That the Wor- 
ſhip tw Chriſt 3s Idolatry, if he 1s 
not God. How! dares the Enquirer 
aſſert, that to honcur him whom God 
the Father has honour'd (2 Pet. 2. 17.) 
and highly exalted, is /dolatry that to 
give him a Name above every Name 
and confeſs him Lord, to the Glory of 
God the Father, is Idolatry ? Phil. 2. 9, 
10, 11. fee Fob. 5. 22, 23, What No- 
tion I w has this hafty Enquirer of 


Worſrip;\and of Idolatry ! 1 dare be his 


on paid him, bu 
himſelf gave to his 
ther, and to his God and our God, to 
whom he aſcended. Yet this Bold En- 
quirer, p.16, takesa freſh ſtart from this 
very Chege, noo too like a good Miuſſul- 
man, to extol his T_ Mahomet 
for a very conſiderable Teacher, and a 
greatReformer of Mankind. How deplo- 
rable a Caſe isit, that ſome Menwrite 
juſt as they have liv'd, like true-Maho- 
metans ; and have prefented the World 
with a fair occaſion to conclude they 
would be extreamly gratify'd if their 
Arabian Prophet's Religion were eſta» 
bliſh'd in England: for a good Muſſul- 
man may keep a good Conſcience, and 
a brace of Concubines at the ſame time : 
for they are not incommunicable, 

The Enquirer, p. 16. to ſhew you his 
good liking of Mabomer and his Doc- 
trine, infilts upon it in a large Vindi- 
cation and Encomium on + How 
can we but have a great opinion of Ma- 
homet ! He hath taught Men ſo and jo, 
&c. What can beſpeat a Man more 
inſpired of God ? Surely be was a very 
great Prophet, and all be bath taught 
ought to be own'd as Divine. P. 17, 18. 
He is a greater Prophet than all under 
the Law, goa preferable ro Crift bim-- 
ſelf ;, which, ſays he, p. 19. mull appear 
if you conſider his Dottrine, or the ſuc- 
- 5 of Fodor He _ efta- - 

iſh'd his Religion upon firm Foundations, , 
and taken wiſer Methods, and. wes 


much, 


( 
he 


- 
the 


'nuch wiſer and better than Chrift; 
bad greater Candour, Truth and C 


ater care and zeal for 
Cy God th Feſws a 
makes himſelf one with the 


Mabomet ſpoke more truly and plainly 
than eget more Wiſdom, and took 


7 
bis Diſciples Deceivers, and the Chrifti- 
an Religion is a Cheat, Superſtition and 
Idolatry, What a terrible Outrage is 
here upon the Chriſtian Religion ! 
Theſe are the exccrable Conſequences 
the confident Enquirer preſumes to 
ad Prenite 208 be ae 
remiſes, a 

a ſcandalous liberty of publiſhing this 
Raillery upon the Chriſtian Religion in 
a Chiſtian Nation, and with his own 
name in the. Title Page : Are theſe the 
Fruits of his Zeal and bis Orthodoxy ? 
Muſt Chriſtianity it ſelf be decry'd 
and vilify'd, if it be not the thing he 
miſtakes it to be ? Is this the rare Me- 
thod of confating the Unitarians ? this 
will rather ſerve to confirm 'em in this 
Truth, That they and the Chriſtian 
Religion muſt ſtand and fall together : 
and he that deſigns to confute them a 
what they maintain, docs in effe&t un- 
dertake nothing leſs than a Confutation 
of Feſws Chriſt, and the Divine Writ- 
ings of the New Teftament. 

What this Enquirer is maintaining 
in the remainder of his Book is a full 
and complete inſtance of this : for he 

oduces Text upun Text, apd one 

ipture upon another, to ſhew that 
another diftintt Being 1s a moſt High 
Ged, beſide him who +5 the God and Fa: 


6) 


ther of our Lord 
you will grant 


gy Ot and unleſs 
this Senſe, and ad- 
mit this Proof tv be ſufficient, he'll re- 


jet the H.Scriptures,and give the prefe-.. 
m_ bi od Alchoran 2 wy that 
as rms you, © none 

other but the eternal Father G4, p.21, 
whereas he looks upon. it as certain and 
evident, that Jeſus Chriit and his Apo- 
ſtles taught, that another, nay a third 
diſtin Being, are truly and properly 
Gods, coequal in Nature and Perfettion, 
and have equal rizht to Divine Honour 
and Adoration, P. 24, 25, 26. ** That 
*© Jeſus Chriit is God in the higheſt 
* andchiefeſt ſenſe, he begins to prove 
* from the Names, the incommunica- 
* ble Names of God aſcribed to him. 
Yet Jeſus Chriſt no where once tiles 
himſelf God, or aſcribes to himſelf 
the nature of God ; and God has no 
incommunicable Name, that I could 
ever meet with ; no Name but what is 
piven to other Bcings beſides himſelf, 
f the giving the Names of God to 

any Being beſides him, be Blaſphemy ; 
F. T. I doubt will renounce his Bible 
as well as Chriit, and embrace the 
Doctrine of the Alchoran, which ſome 
affirm beſt ſuits with his Life and good 
Opinion. He finds in his Bible the 
Names of God given to Angels, good 
and evil, to Princes and Prophets: nay 
he himſelf takes all the pains he can, 
to prove that the Names, the incom- 
municable Names of God are given to 
Jeſus Chriſt. Now if the Man Chriſt 
Jeſus be not God, then Mr. Taylor has 
prov'd that the Names of are not 
incommunicable, for he proves that 
they are given to Chriſt : & that it 
muſt follow, either that the Names 


may be given to different Beings in - 


How bold he makes with the Pro- 
Iſaiah and St. Paul, is almoſt a 
to relate : for he proyes St.Paul 
to contradit the Prophet 

: P. 32. © St. Pad, fays he, 
* knew that 1/aiah had there 


e c 
& Jeſus Chriſt was inthe —-_ 
« and was equal to him. :. e. What 
Iſaiah exprely denys, St. Paul as ecx- 
preſly.affirms, that there was one who 
might be compared to God, becauſe he 
was abſolutely equal to God z, that is in 
plats LagiS, © e are two coequal 
Gods, diſtin&t Beings, but of 
equal and like PerfeCtions. 
The Enquirer had neither Skill nor 
Jargnent to examine the great num- 
of Texts he has cited ; but thinks 
to gain the point by a Poll, he has 
preſs all the Texts he could meet with 
ito his Service, and hopes, I ſuppoſe, 
that fome amongſt the crowd will pa 
for good Teſtimony ; and fo they do 
in the opinion of the Crowd :- But for 
the Trimtarian Gentlemen that are 
Men of Learning and Rdag, they 
have with great candour and ſmcerit 
acknowledged, that moſt, if not a 
the Texts maqp—yys this unſtudied 
Preacher, are no good Proofs of the 
for which 


in expreſs. © 
$ 


P. 46. © But the Ter Will 
« the Diſciples of Chriſt to be the. 


© worſt of Men, for lying T 

* which iveak of God in the Dd Te 

© ſtament to Jeſus Chriſt in the New, 

i was not of Eſſence 

ERS I, 
t does he not 1m u I 

and his Readers, by the terms [ ſame 


Eſſence] for they may either 
one Being, or., one kind of Being :' if 
the former, then Jeſus Chrilt will be 


.the Father, and his own Father : if_ the 
latter, then the Father is one moſt High 
Being, and Jeſus Chrit another of the 
fame kind, and the Holy Gheft 2 Third, 
and fo we ſhall have three diſtin&t 
moſt High Gods, 

Bur the Enquirer in þ. 48, 49. falls 
upon the odious Proof of Jeſas Chriſt 
being guilty of Blaſphemy, and fixes 
the Jewiſh Cal in the {tricteſt Senſe 
upon him, That he Tnade himſelf equal 
with God, i.e. that he made himſelf 
another God ; for equality neceſſarily 
requires two at leaſt : or that Jeſus 
Chriſt made bimſelt equal to the Fa- 
ther, whom the Jews, as our bleſſed 
Saviour affures us, look'd upon- to be 
the only true God, John 8. 54. "How 
ready is the Enquirer to join hands 
with the Jews in an unjuſt Accuſation 
againſt our B. Saviour ! wee gud br 


matter they are alledg'd ; 

ſome I am certain are as much to & Enquirer, how any Man or Cc 
purpoſe as Pharaoh's or there- © ny of den, that eny his Divinity, 
nown'd Ecce duos gladios : And 1 don't © can the force of 'em. 

Ge hun woe dive gi 05 is as good, and that 7. T, has made good the Accuſa- 
Catholick Proof for two diſtin& Gods, tion againſt Chxiſh, and by an, ahomi 
as it paſſes for in the Church of Rome, nable yicked ;way of reaſoning,: 
for two diſtin& Juriſdictions. he will puta Dilemma apor (te Sprianty 


C9 ) 
ohim 2/2 Ged, as Dr. Ax Grimes Adultery. Ifhoold be ferry" 


and: (nov 

ſomewhere ſtikes him ; or guilty of 
Blaſphemy ; for which the Jews un- 
juſtly condemn'd him. 

In P.52 and 53. he launches out into 
anew SubjeR, and tells you, The Ele- 
ments in the Eucharift repreſent TFeſus 
Chrift to the Trinitarians gruing up him 
ſelf a Sacrifice and Satisfattion to di- 
vine Fuſtice ;, but to the Socinians as a 
meer example of patience and ſubmiſ- 
fjon. 1. e. the Elements repreſent God 
the eternal Son offering himſelf to God 
the eternal Father, to ſatisfy the Fa- 
ther's Juſtice; the Son having none 
it ſeems to fatisfy, How ltrange 
a Repreſentation is this of Chriſt's 


Death and Sufferings! yet a very fa- 
miliar one with the Colifidians. 


confe(s if the formernvere as-true as the 
latter, but ſhould have'been vety"'glad 


for F. T's ſake if the latter "were ho 
tracer than 'the 'formexg. But Iwould 
feign know of the and alt his 


Abettors, which is the greater 
to affert as the Tritheifts do, 
there are three ' eterral, -moſt *perfe, 
coequal Beings ; or to mai as the 
— do, tered ry or can'de 
rt one ſapreme | . 

who has no equal, and with 
other Being is 'to be-compar'd. :1 
muit be an Heretick, "for 
would chooſe for my opinior} the tat- 
ter of __— two Herefies. 


a 


demn'd it, Now. 25. 1695. 
| But the Enquirer has now done with 
his Proofs, and begins his Remarks up- 


on the 
P. 6a. 


which Y. 
the Enguirer, for one; and th 


—=L ir 3 pfhvien Fait 
£ fe ! 
The Enquirer admits the Unitarians 
tobe Menof pious lives; but what then, 
Will that alone qualify 'em for Church- 
Communion ? No by no means, P.62. I} 
after all means uſed they perſiſt in their 
Herefies, they are to be rejetted : let their 
Lives andConverſations be never ſo exatt 
they are be torejetied by the C burch, which 
fſhews they are not good Chriſtian's, and 
rbat their Piety is but ſeeming, not real, 
Let me recommend for once to all and 
> ns of his Reader or Readers, this 
rate Lipetiwhichet as one of his 
Maſterpieces , and I challenge 'em to 
match it in all - the- Sayings of all the 
Seven Wiſe Mafters im Chriftendom, 
Bevs of on, Criſpin, or King 
ne hm env $m 1s 
true Mother-Wit, a Origi- 
nal of his own Underſtanding, 
But what if one ſhould argue, The 
Fanarnbt Ontd, _ _ - 
rthodox, ore he ought 
tobe caſtor of the Church ; Would 
not this Wi : far betier _ 
is Argument ? viz. You t 
$0. be caſt out of the Church, ergo, 


you are but ſcemingly pious and good 

ſtians. . No, no, the Enquirer will 
reply, By no-means ( Tox ought to be caft 
out of the Church] is a ſtanch Reaſon 
at all times to prove Hereſy and Impic- 
ty, and when all other Arguments fail, 
this will do : for whoever ought to be 
caſt out of .the Church, can-neither 


- be a good Man, nor a true Chriſtian. 


The Enquirer and all his Friends. are 
that the Unitarians ought to be 


ed caſt out of the Church; .and- then to 


be fare they are no good Chriſtians. . 
But what if . the  Unitarians ſhould 
think the Enquirer _ to be caſt 
out of the Church, Would- not this 
prove him-no Chriſtian too ? Yes cer- 
tainly, if his own Argument be a good 
one : but his Congregation | hear have 
done him that piece of Juſtice already, 
and. the zealous Excluder is himſelf ex- 
cluded, and declar'd in his own Stile, 
Incommunicable : which: ſeems to be a 
remarkable inſtance of Divine Ven- 
geance upon him, for vilifying his Ma- 
ker, reproaching his Saviour, extolling 
Mahomet , Gay the Chriſtian, 
which is the beſt Keligion, and the Uni- 
tarians the trueft Profeſſors of it. He who 
wrote to enc e Schiſm, and Diviſt- 
on, has his own Church firſt broken and 
divided, and then himſelf upon full evi- 
dence ſentenc'd,and declared incommu- 
nicable by that very dividing Party,who 
were his unwary Admirers. How rig 
tees are thy Fudgments, O God ! 
3 25. Whem have we in Heaven but 
Thee and whom is there on Earth that 
we ought to efteem or adore in compariſon 

ed grant b life 
grant him repentance unto life : 
he is at preſent in the gal! of bitterneſs 
and bond of Iniquity ;, tor that reaſon 


yo al. TmEY9s - _ _— 


(1) 


ma; his pretend 

not reſcue him from the Cenſare : and 
without a ſolemn Renunciation of his 
former Life, of whatever itamp his 
religious Opinions are, he mult nnavoui- 
dably fall under the Maranah: of -an 
affronted Deity. 

Thus, Sir, I think without a Spirit of 
Prophecy, I may foretel the wwrrepenting 
Enguirer's Doom : but I am yetto tell 
you the Fate both of the Arguments, 
and the Author of the Sociman Slain, 
P. 1. who talks fo much of his Wea- 
pons, that I am tempted to think him 
rather a Maſter of the noble Science of 
Defence, than a Maſter of Arts, Who- 
ever and whatever this Writer 1s, [ 
wiſh he had been inſpir'd with a Spi- 
rit of Meeknefs and Humility, before 
he had undertaken this Task, and then 
we had met with more Charity and 
Modeſty in his Diſcourſe : and I hearti- 
ly wiſh he had taken the Spirit of 
Truth for his Guide, and then he had 
made a better uſe ot the Sword of the 
Spirit, than he has now done with the 


Arm of Fleſh. 
But alas for him, he knows not what 
Spirit he is of, his Readers may 


ealily ſee that he has a Spirit of Envy 
and Uncharitableneſs ; and that he 
I = Civility of a Coane, 
or the Tem a ' by 
bis il Langage, and abuſive Reflects 
ons in the 2 38h, 48th, $24, 534 


ES. 

Bat the I y | yt ; 
at any t it 
—— the ; "pq 
He would not trouble hi to ſtand 
to pick and chooſe ;, or if he did make 
oy e, he has taken the moſt incon- 


| mm he could 


upon. 

Socin. Stain, p. 2. When (fays the 
Socinian Slain) a Neighboxr's - Honſe is 
on Fire, or the Air imfefted with the 
Peftilence, and the Enemies of God and 
his Servants are in a Combination, and 
lie in wait to deceive the Ignorant and 
Unwary, u's every Man's Duty to ex- 
tinguiſh the Flame, &c, This is very 
true; and the Unitarians have a good 
Title to theſe Conſiderations : But what 
has any Athanafian or Tritheiſtic Wri- 
ter to do with 'em ? The Fire, and Pe- 
flilence, and Craft of Athanaſius have 
done too too mach Injury to the Chri- 
flian Faith already ;, and has deceiv'd 
this very «nwary Writer, and all his 
Eleft, ij any one can truly be ſaid to 
be deceiv'd by another, who impoſes 
upon himſelt by ſuch inconfiderable So- 
phiftry, as runs through his whole in- 
conſiderable Pamphlet. 

He firſt takes it for granted, that by 
the Holy Gholt we are to underſtand 
a {ingle pocllgant Being or Subſiſtence, 
diſtin from the Father, the moſt High 
God, and then takes upon him to 
prove that this Being is the molt High 
God too, We will be fo civil to him 
for once as to admit the firſt to be 
true ; but the Holy Scriptures, and the 
reaſon of all Mankind will never ad- 
mit the ſecond to be {o too : for if they 


the 
High God. Tes, replies the Socinian 
Slain, that muft be granted me too, as I 


will make it appear by twenty demonſtra- 
trve Arguments, Twenty Demonſtra- 
tions is a round number, but one good 


Demonſtration 
and I can produce a thouſand at any 
B 2 tune 
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Book of Chronicles, as good and as 
concluſive as any of the 20 in the Soci- 
nian Slain ;, bat then I muſt expoſe my 
ſelf and the Holy Scripture too, as the 
Socinian Slain hath done ; but God for- 
bid I ſhould be guilty of his Faulrs, 

But the Socinian Slain, p. 3. tells you 
The Holy Ghoſt made the Heavens an 
the Earth, and cites for a Proof Gen. 
1.2, Who 1 pray is this Holy Ghoſt ? a 
24 Divine Being, diſtin& in Number, 
Will, and Underſtanding, #. e. diſtin 
in Perſon from the Father and the Son, 
If fo, then we have three Creators, 
three Gods, three diſtin& Beings of in- 
finite Wiſdom and Power,which is two 
too many for Divine Revelation, and 
the moſt evident Reaſon of Mankind. 

No matter for that, the Socinian 
Slain will rather chooſe to have it fo, 
than have his Arguments exploded as 
abſurd : And therefore on he goes, right 
or wrong, with his wond and (ar- 
prizing Proofs, and tells you in the next 
place, that, P.4. Tie Holy Ghoft is om- 
niſcient, and therefore, &c. And 1\t, He 
is fo, becauſe he knows all the deep things 
of God, and 21y, becauſe be knows all 
the deep things of Mm, 

The latter of theſe two may be known 
without beimgomniſcient,and the former 


are known to God alone, Infinite Mind 


can only know what 18 in infinite Mind ; 
bat then that infinite Mind is bat one. 
If he believes the-Holy Ghoſt is one 
infinite Mind or Underſtanding diſtinct 
from another infinite- Mind, and yet 
knows all that the other Infinite can 
comprehend, then this Author's Faith 
rs condemn'd- by the Uny 


the late O:xford-Decree, and by- the - 


Holy Scriptares: butifhe bieves God- 


(12) 
time of the day out of the 1f-and 24. 


to be one infinite Mind and Being, who 
alone is conſcious to his own Thoughts, 
and no other Being beſides him is privy 
to 'em, as every Man knows his own 
Mind, and no other Man can know 
what's in his Mind till he reveal it to 
him, which is the true Senſe of 1 Cor. 
2. 10, 11, we are agreed, for undoub- 
tedly God knows all that he knows. 

The reſt of his Arguments are all 
of a piece, till you come to the 18th, 
unleſs you will except the eleventh, 
where he tells you, The Holy Ghoft is 
the moſt High God, becauſe Sin and 
Blaſplemy gainf him are wnpardonable, 
Now this ſzems the moſt concluding 
and decifive Proof of all the 20 Demon- 
{trations z nay, as the Author manages 
It, it will prove more a great deal than 
ever he delign'd it ſhould, For if the 
Holy Ghoſt be God becauſe Sin and 
Blaſphemy againſt him are unpardo- 
nable ; the Father and Son can- 
not be fo, becauſe all manner of Sins 
and Blaſphemics againſt them will be 
forgiven, Mat. 11.31, And now let 
this Writer conlider-if he has not fine- 
ly prov'd the Deity of the Holy Ghoſt, 
and excluded the other two Divine Per- 
ſons from the moſt ſacred Order of 
his moſt high Gods, He bas given the 
34 a greater Prerogatiye than the 1/ 
and. 24 Perſons, and fo inſtead of prov- 
ing him God. cqual to the Father and 
the Son, . has:proy'd him God fuperiour 
in this. r -to both : which is ſuch 
a way of prongs never had been guil- 
ty of, had he bat conſulted his own 
Reaſon, or a good Commentator ; and 
if he did it knowingly, 'tis- very 1i 
to be-an n, 

The Socinion-Slain; has but one Argu= 
ment more that merits:a — 

cs 
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1 

that's his eighteenth. The Holy Ghof, 
fays he, P; 21, is one God with the Fa- 
ther and Sor, and therefore is the moſt 
= h God ;, I mean - reſpett ro th 

ſſence, ſince every Boay will grant thar 
the Father is fo. "What dos this Author 
mean by one God with the Father and 
Son? one Being with the Father and 
Son, or that the Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghoſt are but one ſingle Being ? 
If this be his meaning, tho it be not 
well expreſſed, yet it looks more like 
a Divine Unity, and is indeed the nomi- 
nal Trinity, and not the Tritheittic a- 

inſt which I write. Or dos he mean 

y one Ged with the Father and Son, 
that the Holy Ghoſt is a God of the 
ſame Divine Kind with the Father and 
the Son ? If this be his Senſe, as ſome 
other Paſſages ſeem tro countenance, 
then without breach of Charity, I muſt 
charge him, tho I am forry for it, 
with down-right Tritheiſm or Polythe- 
iſm, which 1 take to be a much heavier 
Accuſation than any he can _ or 
has fairly brought againſt his real Well- 
withers the Unitarians. 

But the Author has another ambigu- 
ous Phraſe in his Proof, and that 1s, 
That the Holy Ghaft is moft High God, 
with reſpe& to his Eſſence. What,is he 
not ſo then with r to his Perſon ? 
if he be not {o in Perſon, I don't fee 
how he can be & at all, for what he 
is not as a Perſon, he is not any other 
way ; for all he is, is Perſon: No, no, 
the Socinian Slain can find out a way 
py be oy moſt = - od, tho he 

not ſo in on, How y, rot 
by Prox —_—_y No, but 5 fence. 

Now | would in know of the Au- 
thor of the Socinian Slain what EF 
ſence ſignifies in this place, and in other 


Paſſages of his Book, for he ſeems to uſe 
it in nocertain Senſe : which is unfair, 

| The Schoolmen have nsd # Term 
in their Metaphyſical Writings : 


1, For common Nature, or kind of 
Being, 

2. For particular Nature, or ſingle 
Being, And 

3. Foreſſential Properties of Peing. 


Wi'l this Author be underſtood in 
any or none of theſe Senſes? If he 
mean by Eſſence, common Nature, or 
kind of Being ; then Father, Son and 
Holy Ghoſt, are three individual Gods 
namerically diftin&t in their Beings, 
but of the ſame fort or Species of Di- 
vine Nature : this I think bids faireſt 
for his Senſe. 

Or dos he mean by Eſſence, -ſingle 
Being ? then Father, Son, and Holy 
=s , are _ yu ay for one 
gle ty Being, and the proper 
Notion i Coma in the Godhead will 
be loſt in this Senſe : yet this fome- 
times mult be- his meaning, or what he 
lays can bave nomeaning, And I ſap- 
pole, he does not underſtand the Father, 

, and Holy Ghoſt to be three Pro- 
perties of one Deity. 

But let the Author, or any one for 
him, once aſcertain the Senſe of this 
term [Eſſence] and the CEmnny 
will ſoon determine it ſelf : but he 
his Authors too, are unwilling to be 
plain in this matter, leſt the Afery 
vaniſhes, and Truth ſhould Rare em in 
the Face. 

Yet after all, methinks the Author 
of the Serinian Slain, has in ſome Pafſa 

es expounded his meaning, Plain 
fy owns a plralty of God, and if the 
er 


thin - 


Reader conſiders what he ſays, and 
how he ſpeaks in ſome plac 
{ce there s no Reaſon to doubt of it. 
pee be age 
gets elf, a ighty 
God as one ligle Being : but his gy 
Book will corre that meaning ;, for he 
contends throughout, that religious 


Worſhip and Adoration are equally d 


due, and to be paid to the Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghoſt, and in all places 
ſpeaks of theſe three as three diſtin 
mdividual _ For inſtance, in his 
20th page he ſtles the Father, Son and 
Holy Ghoſt, Intelligent Almi, ” Prin- 
ciples of Operation, who created the Hea- 
_ _ the Earth. TY A 

n Yage 31, 32, 33, 36. thele three 
are ſpoken of as ſo many diſtin& Be- 
megs, in as plain terms as the Wit of 
Man can exprels it; and how wary fſo- 
ever other Writers have been, the So- 
cinias Slain will not and cannot but be 
underſtood in every Page of his Book 
diſcourſing of the Holy Ghoſt,as a real, 
proper, and abſolute Perſon in the Dei- 
ty, really and intirely diſtin from the 
Perſons of the Father, and the Son, in 
as true and preper a ſenſe as the Per- 
fon of Peter is complete in it ſelf, and 
numerically diſtinguiſh'd from the Per- 
ſons of Fames and John. And if you 
would know of him how theſe three 
intelligent Beings, the Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghoſt are one; he frequently 
inculcates this Anſwer, That they are one 
in Eſſence, and one in Natye, or of one 
Divine Eſſence, and of one Divine Na- 
ture : which is juſt the ame reply that 
every Body makes to this Queſtion, In 


what ſenſe may Peter, fames and John 
three a ftintt mtelligent Beings, be 
, to be one ? Why t 


Anſwer is, They 
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he will N 


are one in 


are onein Eſſence, ef 
: are 


The Sor. Slain therefore, and all his 
Party are for a Specific Trinity of 
three Formal, Individual, Intelligent, 
A_ Beings or Principles, con- 
tain'd under one common Nature, or 
of one divine fort or kind of ' Being. 
And can any thing be more formal and 
palpable Tritheiſm than this ? He dif- 
putes for a numerical DiſtinRtion of 
theſe three, and aſſerts only a ſpecifi- 
cal Unity : nay, be aſſerts the equa- 
lity of theſe three Almighty Beings, and 
maintains ar equal Kight that all the 
Divine Three, or the three coequal 
Gods have.to our religious Worthi 
and Adoration, þ. 19, 30, 36. ad £ 
Law of wy ; ym _ 

nguage $ can 
with any reaſon take it unkindly if 
he be underſtoodyto teach and main- 
tain the DoArine of three Almighty 
Gods? In (hort, if that be not his 
Senſe, all he writes and ſays muſt be 
Nonſenſe, how orthodox foever it may 
be thought by his Favourers. And 
whatever may be the ſe of fome 
Mens Dodtrines unfairly repreſented, 
P. 53. and the Ten of ſome Mens 
Opinions «truly and arſmgenuouſly Rta- 
ted : "tis as evident as any thing can 
be, that this Writer's 
Opinions are in themſelves, and in 
their own nature, Heretical, x 4 


Y 


am, Polytheifſtical, and Baſphemous' - 
__ Unitarians are charg'd without 
Reaſon, and without Scripture by their 
Adverſaries, with teaching ines 
that lead to Infidelity and Atheiſm : 
Would to God this deteſtable Charge 
were no more true, when brought a- 
gainſt the Socinian Slain and his T rithe- 
iſtic Brethren ! But whilſt they conti- 
nue to hold and profeſs that there are 
three infinite Minds, three eternal Prin- 
ciples, three Almighty Creators, three 
diftinft individual moſt perfett Beings, 
three coegual Divine Perſons or Deitres, 
to whom they pay diftinttly Divine Ho- 
nours and religious Adoration, and ana- 
thematize _ perſecuteto the death,when 
the State permits 'em, all others of a diffe- 
_ Cn Ts muſt excu . hn 
thinking and contiderate part tt- 
kind from embracing their Faith, and 
believing their Contradittions. 

And the Tritheifts muſt pardon the 
Unitarians, who heartily love their Per- 
ſons, but deteſt their _— if they 
are compell'd to declare that Trithei/m, 
or-the Do&rine, Belief, and Worlhip 
of - 3 infonite Beings, Minds, or Gods, 
with diſtin& and coequal Veneration,is 
no- Scripture-DoQrine, no Scripture- 
Faith, no Scripture-worſhip;, but a hor- 
rible abuſe of the true Chriſtian Religi- 

a violation of the Law of Nature, 
a ſlumbling-block to the Jews and Ma- 
hometans, and a revival of Polytheiſm, 
or a plurality of Gods. | | 
And 'tis in vain for the moſt learned 
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theſe when our Reaſon left 


their fingle Unitarian, -but will heartily pity 


Deſigns; bt till the euiroe) Terms 
3 
in their Books, viz. Nature, Eſſence, 
Perſon, Subſiſtence, Hypoſtaſis, and the 
like,are better explain'd, and et in their 
true light, we defv our Tricheiſtic Ad- 
verſaries, with all their craft and ſub- 
tilty,to parge themſelves and their Wri- 
tings from Soph:ftry and Equivecation, 
And until they confeſs one infinite 
Mind, or intelligent Being, even the 
Gcd and Father 
to be the moſt High Gcd, and 
that no other Being is to be compar'd, 
or equally ador'd with him (becauſe 
all other Beings are from Him, and he us 
from none ;, becauſe all other Beings be- 
fides him have a Father, Cauſe, or Au- 
thor of their Beings, and he has none ; 
but by the Confeſſion of our Tritheiftic 
Oppoſers, and all the Tritheistic 
C _ 15 the Fountain and Origin of « 


1 
Beings) Until they will acknowledg 
this Ft of Bei n Fr 


Beings to be the moſt High 
and Supreme God, or God in the chiet- 
eſt Senſe, and give Him liar Ho- 
nour and Adoration as fuch : We will 


tell 'em before-hand their Undestaking , 


to confute- us is deſperate, and our 
Principles are irrefutable: tho they 

write in defence of Tritheiſms 
as many Volumes in Foho as there 
are Stars in the Firmament, or Sands 
on the Sea-ſhoar, they will - never 


be able to prove their Trithes/m ci- - 


ther true or poſlible, as long as any 


ſon continues in uſe 


Bibles are gone ; they may decree and 
impoſe to good e, tho they can 
never diſpute wi ce 

In the mean time, - there is not a 


our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, + 


0 
= 
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che miſtaken Trichgilke, 
NT DIET 
imira ed Feſws in in 
Cn —— eſe Fs ſame as he 
did, even to bis Father and our Father, to bis 
God and aur God, that the thoughts of their 
hearts may be forgiven *em, Joh. 20. 17. that 
know the Father to be the only true 
orify bim, chap. 17. 3. even as 
Chriſt himſelf glorify d him, chap.17. 4- that 
they may be ſanftined thro the Trurh, and 
like true Worſhipers worſhip the Father in 
Spirit and in Truth, as Chriſt himſelf did, 
Joh. 14.16. For the Father ſecketh ſuch to wor- 
ſhip him, whybow their Knees to the Father of 
our Lord Feſus Chriſt, unto whom be glory in 
the Church by Feſus Chriſt throughout all Ages, 
world without end. Amen. Eph.3.14--21. 
Now the God of patience and conſolation grant, 
Rom. 15. 5, 5. that the Unitarians, and their 
miſtaken Brethren the Tritheiſts,may be of one 


, Amen. 

Thus, Sir, have 1 given you ſome general 
Remarks upon theſe rwo new Writers andcheir 
ſucceſsleſs Performances : and tho my leiſure 
will -not admit me, and the merits of the 
rm diſtin 

y to every particular Text pervert ; 
yer I'm faristy'd theſe few Obſervations and 
Replys I have made, are ſufficient to obviate 
the Scruples they have rais'd in the Minds 
of a few unwary Chriſtians. I am, 


SIR, 
With great Veneration, 
Y. v. h. S=tr, 


A. B. 


—_— 


The Oxford-Decree Engliſh'd. 


At a Meeting of Mr. Vice-Chancellor, and the Heads of Colleges and Halls in 
the Univerfiry of Oxtord, Novemb, 25. 1695. 


Church of St. Peter's in the , 
words others were 
diſtin Mi app 


TPON occaſion of a Sermon lately preached before (Sine at Fuge 
e are 


SENS 


and Subſtances in the Trinity ) Item, [ That the three Perſons in the Trinity are 


in rhe 
theſe 
infinite 


three diſtin infinite Minds or Spirits, and three individual Subſtances, which words gave 
many Perſons juſt cauſe of Offence and Scandal. 


Mr. Vice-Chancellor, and the Heads of the Colleges and Halls being 
their General Meeting, judg, declare, and decree, That the foreſaid Words are 
ing and contrary 


ious, and heretical ; diſagree 
Na Hecially co che Dodtrine of 


Church of England, publickly 


now met 2 
to the Dotrine of the Catholick Church, 
recaved. 


Wherefore they order and ſtrifly enjoin all and ſeveral the Perſons commirred ro their 
Truſt and Care, that for the furure they do not maintain any fauch Dofrine in their 


Sermons, or elſewhere. 


By the Decree of Mr. Vice-Chancellor and the Heads. 


Ben. Cooper, Notary Publick, and Regiſter 
to the Udivertey Lf Oxford 


There was added inthe London Account this ure Bom | It may be nated, Phat the 


Propoſitions abvroe»mentioned,, are Dr. $ -— -k's, in bis 


Trinity; ndithe Defen- 


ders of it ; and write againſt by the Animadverter, &c. 
FINIS, 


